
Education Savings Accounts
A Primer for School Administrators and Families



Educational Savings Accounts (ESAs)

SB2 became law Sept. 1

Provides $1B for approx. 70,000 students

Per student, annually:

 Student enrolled in an eligible school: $10,500 - $12,000

 A child with a disability: up to $30,000 

 Home-schooled participants: $2,000



Eligible expenses include: 

• School tuition

• Tutoring

• Uniforms

• School breakfast and lunch at private schools

• Online education programs

• Therapies for students with special needs

• Textbooks or other instructional materials



Approved private schools

 Accredited by TEPSAC, TEA/ (ACSI)

 Annually administer a nationally-norm-referenced 
assessment for ESA participants Grades 3-12

 Continuously operated a campus for at least two school 
years preceding participation in ESA program

 Financial review or audit per accreditation rules



Autonomy 
An education service provider or vendor who receives ESA money is 
not a recipient of federal financial assistance and may not be 
considered a state actor. 

The state may not impose limits or requirements contrary to religious 
or institutional values of a provider, vendor, or participant regarding 
curriculum, admissions practices, operations, policies, standards, etc.



Eligible students:
 Student must be a U.S. citizen, national, or lawful resident 

eligible to attend a Texas public school. 

 Priority for children from low-income families and with 
special learning needs.

 Siblings are approved together; family does not have to 
reapply each year.

 PreK eligibility different!



Prioritization
1. Children with disabilities 

whose family income is equal 

or less than 500% of FPG.

2. Families with income 200% 

or less than FPG.

3. Family income between 200-

500% of FPG.

4. All others. Within this group:

1. Priority for students 

coming from public 

schools

2. Capped at 20% of total



Transferring from public school

Parents can obtain records

School district, TEA or charter school must 
verify child’s eligibility to Certified Education 
Assistance Organization (CEAO) “Odyssey”

Odyssey must comply with confidentiality laws 
and timelines



Parents required to:

Spend program money 
only for eligible expenses

1
Authorize the school to 
share child's assessment 
results with Certified 
Education Assistance 
Organization

2
Not sell an item 
purchased with program 
money and 

3
Notify the EAO with in 30 
days of child enrolling in 
public school, graduating 
high school, or otherwise 
becoming ineligible to 
enroll in public school.
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Child with disabilities 1. Is not more than 21 years of age and has a 
visual or auditory impairment that prevents the 
student from being adequately or safely educated 
in public school without the provision of special 
services;  OR 

2. Is at least three but not more than 21 years of 
age and has one or more of the following 
disabilities that prevents the student from being 
adequately or safely educated in public school 
without the provision of special services: 

• physical disability; 

• intellectual or developmental disability; 

• emotional disturbance;

• learning disability including dyslexia; 

• autism; 

• speech disability; or 

• traumatic brain injury.

Private Evaluation by Medical 

Doctor OR ISD IEP by 

January to qualify for 

prioritization



Requirements for children with disabilities

The parent of a child not enrolled in public school 
may request a school district to provide an 
evaluation and to develop an IEP for the child.

Odyssey must provide notice to parents regarding 
how federal and state laws regarding the provision 
of educational services to a child with a disability in 
apply differently for private schools, versus public.

Odyssey must provide information regarding the 
rights to which a child with a disability is entitled if 
the child attends a public school.

MUST Have ISD IEP by January to qualify for 

additional funding 



Let’s get started!
Sept. 1, 2025: SB 2, the bill creating 
ESAs, becomes law. 

Sept. 21, 2025: Comments on rules are 
due

October 2025: Odyssey Selected 
(CEAO)

Fall 2025: TCCB-ED & TPSA Host 
additional trainings based on rules

January 2026: The application process 
is expected to open. 

School year 26-27: When money in 
ESAs can first be used for eligible 
expenses. 



Sign Up for Comptroller Updates

Educational service providers and vendors of 
educational products

Parents and students

Private schools

Public and charter schools

CPA news release list

https://comptroller.texas.gov/programs/education/
esa/

https://withodyssey.com/en/solutions/parents

https://comptroller.texas.gov/programs/education/esa/
https://withodyssey.com/en/solutions/parents




Education Savings Accounts

Questions?


